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TIPTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


—  ■  ■  oo-^>^>^Ooa - 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEfilCAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tipton 
Urban  District  Council. 


Great  Bridge^  January^  1901. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  past  year  has  been  a  very  fair  average  year.  The 
great  event  has  been  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Compulsory 
Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  the  result  of  which, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  prevention  of  infective  disease,  it 
is  impossible  to  calculate  at  present.  We  are,  however,  now 
in  a  position  at  once  to  become  aware  of  the  advent  of  all  such 
diseases  and  to  take  immediate  steps  to  prevent  an  outbreak 
from  spreading.  Measles,  to  which  I  shall  refer  at  greater  length 
in  the  latter  part  of  my  report,  has  been  very  prevalent,  and 
its  attendant  fatality  has  increased  our  death  rate  and  more 
particularly  our  death  rate  from  infective  disease.  A  reference 
to  the  tables  accompanying  this  report  will  show  how  this  and 
the  other  infective  diseases  have  been  dealt  with,  and  some 
other  statistics  generally  interesting  as  affecting  the  health 
and  vitality  of  the  district,  which  I  have  worked  out  under 
instructions  from  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Typhoid  lever  was  more  than  usually  prevalent  in  the 
months  of  April  and  May,  and  gave  rise  to  some  correspon¬ 
dence  with  the  Local  Government  Board.  Scarlet  fever  was 
not  at  all  prevalent.  A  great  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
were  notified,  60 — but  the  number  of  deaths  registered  was 
only  9,  shewing,  by  the  mortality  rate,  that  the  type  of  the 
disease  was  mild.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  was 
42 ;  this  I  cannot  compare  with  previous  reports  because  for 
the  first  time  a  distinction  is  made  between  Diarrhoea  as  a 
purely  zymotic  disease,  and  other  intestinal  diseases,  such 
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as  Enteritis,  which  have  Diarrhoea  as  a  leading  symptom. 
Influenza  was  epidemic  in  February  and  March  causing  13 
deaths,  and  occasionally  during  the  whole  year  typical  cases 
of  influenza  appeared  but  did  not  give  rise  to  an  outbreak. 

Building  has  been  again  carried  on  very  rapidly,  130 
new  houses  have  sprung  up,  and  47  new  plans  are  now 
waiting  for  confirmation  by  the  Council.  The  total  number 
of  inhabited  houses  is  6647.  We  are  arranging  where  it  is 
possible,  for  all  new  houses  to  be  furnished  with  some  kind  of 
water  carriage  system  for  the  closets,  as  we  are  most  anxious 
to  do  away  with  the  present  obsolete  and  insanitary  system  of 
privy  cesspit  storage.  Gradually  we  hope  to  use  generally  the 
iron  ash-bin,  and  to  do  away  with  the  ash-pits,  vrhich  are  a 
pregnant  source  of  evil  smells  from  the  decomposing  organic 
matter  deposited  on  them.  We  are  trying  to  teach  the  people 
to  burn  their  house  refuse  instead  of  allowing  it  to  rot  in  the 
ashpits  and  so  pollute  the  atmosphere.  At  present  we  cannot 
adopt  a  general  system  of  sewerage.  Much  of  the  ground  is 
broken  up  by  the  result  of  mining  operation  and  will  not  settle 
down  for  some  time.  Valuable  deep  measures  of  coal  underlie 
portions  of  the  Parish,  which  at  some  time  must  be  worked,  and 
so  render  futile  any  general  system  of  sewerage  that  may  be 
advisable.  We  have,  however,  so  great  a  difficulty  in  disposing 
of  our  night-soil  that  we  shall  be  forced  to  adopt  a  general 
water  carriage  system  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  ground  will 
permit. 

In  compiling  my  statistics  I  have  calculated  that  the 
Parish  has  31,000  inhabitants.  This  being  the  census  year  I 
hope  in  my  next  report  to  be  able  to  show  from  its  returns 
that  I  am  now  justified  in  my  opinion. 

In  1871  the  Census  was  29,428 
„  1881  „  „  „  30,013 

„  1891  „  „  „  29,316 

Calculated  to  end  of  1898,  30,000 
„  „  1899,  30,500 

„  „  1900,  31,000 

Table  I. 

Number  of  Births  during  the  year  : — 

Births  ...  Boys  539 

Girls  542 


Total  1,081 
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Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population,  34*87 

„  „  „  „  for  the  past  ten  years  38*26 

BIRTH  RATE. 

I  very  much  regret  to  have  to  call  attention  to  our  Birth  Rate, 
which  is  much  lower  than  we  ought  to  have  expected,  considering 
that  the  district  is  made  up  of  the  artisan  class.  1081  births  were 
recorded  against  1200  last  year,  and  an  average  of  1138  for  the 
previous  ten  years  ;  this  gives  a  rate  per  1000  of  34*87  against 
38*26  for  the  previous  10  years. 


Number. 

Bate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

1890 

1212  ... 

40*30 

1896 

1174  ... 

40*04 

1891 

1134  ... 

38*60 

1897 

1062  ... 

35*63 

1892 

1163  ... 

39*03 

1898 

1085  ... 

35*01 

1893 

1141  ... 

38*92 

1899 

1200  ... 

39*34 

1894 

1095  ... 

37*35 

Average 

1138  ... 

38*26 

1896 

1127  ... 

38*44 

1900 

1081  ... 

34*87 

In  a  district  such  as  ours,  the  birth  rate  is  to  some  extent, 
governed  by  the  amount  of  work  to  be  obtained,  young  agricul¬ 
turists  are  tempted  to  come  here  by  the  hope  of  better  wages  and 
more  regular  work.  Till  the  last  two  months  work  has  been 
plentiful,  more  money  has  been  earned  in  wages,  and  there  has 
been  general  prosperity.  I  trust  that  we  are  not  going  to  suffer 
as  so  many  other  districts  have,  in  a  low  birth  rate.  It  is  computed 
that  600  fewer  children  are  being  born  every  day  in  England  and 
Scotland,  than  were  born  in  the  three  previous  quarters  of  this 
century,  a  lamentable  loss  of  vital  power,  both  for  home  and  for 
colonising  purposes.  It  is  quite  true  that  better  homes  and  a  more 
healthy  mode  of  living,  through  the  action  of  the  various  Sanitary 
authorities  has  saved  many  lives  that  otherwise  would  have  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  disease,  and  has  prolonged  by  several  years  the  total 
span  of  life,  but  of  the  latter  class,  few  are  able-bodied  artisans 
after  55  years  of  age,  and  the  supply  cannot  be  kept  up  if  the 
birth  rate  declines  as  rapidly  as  it  has  done  in  the  past  20  years. 

Table  II. 

Number  of  Deaths  during  the  year; — 

Deaths  ...  Males  325 

Females  303 


Total  628 
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Death  rate  per  1,000  population,  20*26 

„  ,,  ,,  ,,  for  the  past  ten  years  19’80, 

Of  the  deaths  .  .  589  were  certified 

20  were  uncertified 
19  certified  by  Coroner 


628 


Note — The  number  of  uncertified  deaths  is  large. 


Table  111. 


Deaths  from  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  :  — 


Average  for 

Under  5 

Over  5 

Total 

10  years 

Measles 

.  46 

...  2  ... 

48 

...  15*2 

Scarlet  F ever  ... 

3 

...  0  ... 

3 

...  5-1 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

...  1  ... 

12 

...  13*1 

Diphtheria  and  Memb-  ) 
ranous  Croup  ) 

-  9 

...  0  ... 

9 

GO 

f 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

...  12  .. 

12 

...  7*5 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

67 

...  6  ... 

73 

...  32-8 

Totals 

136 

21 

157 

12-7 

Note — Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  are  now  to  be  entered  as 
separate  diseases  In  accordance  with  a  suggestion  made  by  the 
Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  1  have  sent  round  a 
request  to  all  the  practitioners  in  the  district,  asking  them  to 
use  the  designation  Diarrhoea  as  implying  “Epidemic  Diarrhoea,” 
and  not  as  a  symptom  of  some  specific  intestinal  disorders 
accompanied  by  Diarrhoea, 

The  zymotic  death  rate,  as  shewn  by  above  table  is  5*06, 
a  very  high  death  rate,  but  much  increased  by  the  large  number 
of  deaths  from  Measles  and  Diarrhoea. 
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Table  IV. 

A  general  comparison  between  Births  and  Deaths  under 
one  year  of  age,  Deaths  at  all  ages,  and  Deaths  in  Public 
Institutions. 


Births. 

Deaths  under 

Deaths  at  all 

Population 

One  Year  of  Age 

Ages. 

Total 

Deaths 

in 

Year. 

estimated  to 
Middle  of 
each  Year 

Rate  per 

Public 

Number 

Rate* 

Number 

1000 

Births 

Number 

Rate* 

Institu 

tions 

1 

registered 

8 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 

1890 

30000 

1212 

40-30 

196 

161 

561 

18-70 

1891 

29316 

1134 

38  60 

233 

205 

673 

22-95 

1 

1892 

29316 

1153 

39  03 

189 

163 

544 

18-65 

1893 

29316 

1141 

38-92 

209 

183 

652 

22-23 

3 

1894 

29316 

1095 

37-35 

177 

161 

486 

16-57 

1895 

29316 

1127 

38-44 

196 

173 

566 

19-30 

4 

1896 

29316 

1174 

40-04 

215 

183 

637 

21-43 

1 

1897 

29800 

1062 

35-63 

163 

153 

521 

17-48 

1898 

30000 

1085 

35-01 

226 

208 

637 

21-23 

1899 

30500 

1200 

39  34 

242 

201 

599 

19-63 

Averages 
for  years 

1890-99 

30519-6 

1138-3 

38-266 

204-6 

179-1 

587-6 

19*807 

-9 

1900 

31000 

1081 

34  87 

181 

167 

628 

20-26 

1 

■^Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Table  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate: — 

167  per  1,000  registered  births,  against 
179  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  the  average 

of  the  previous  10  years. 

No  one  cause  can  be  assigned  for  the  comparatively  high 
death  rate  in  infants  under  1  year  of  age  in  the  district,  none  of 
the  causes  usually  assigned  will  account  for  it. 

Very  few  nursing  mothers  do  any  work,  or  leave  their 
children  for  any  long  period  in  the  day.  They  do  not  crimin¬ 
ally  neglect  their  children  for  the  sake  of  life  insurance  money. 
A  very  large  percentage  are  in  some  kind  of  medical  club,  and 
mothers  do  not  stint  their  children  in  medical  advice. 
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The  district  is  not  over-crowded,  and  as  a  rule  the  artisans’ 
houses  are  open  all  day,  allowing  a  free  current  of  air  through 
the  house.  Mothers  as  a  rule  suckle  their  own  children,  a  few 
are  hand-fed  and  as  a  rule  these  die. 

There  are  comparatively  few  illegitimate  births. 

Improper  food  is  a  principal  cause,  but  not  to  the  extent 
that  is  usually  supposed.  Dr,  Reid  has  mentioned  Tipton  as 
one  of  the  7  towns  in  the  County  with  an  exceptionally  high 
death  rate  in  infants. 


COUNTY  OF  STAFFORD. 

Deaths  in  children  under  1  year  per  1,000  registered  births. 

5  years  1889-93  Tipton  180  Urban  districts  in  County  173 
„  1893-98  „  175  „  „  „  176 

1899  „  201  ,,  „  „  181 

1900  „  167 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  district  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water 
Works  Co.,  the  mains  running  directly  from  the  Wednesbury 
pumping  station.  As  a  rule  the  flow  is  a  continuous  one. 
When  the  weather  is  very  dry  and  hot  the  flow  is  stopped  for 
a  short  time  during  the  day.  Most  of  the  water  comes  from 
the  Lichfield  district,  but  at  times  it  is  supplemented  by  the 
water  beds  around  Cannock  Chase.  It  has  a  rather  high  per¬ 
centage  of  hardness,  but  is  very  free  from  all  organic  matter. 
Gross  impurities  are  sometimes  found,  such  as  sand  and  worms; 
these  have  most  probably  obtained  access  to  the  mains  from  a 
leakage.  During  the  year  178  houses,  out  of  a  total  of  6647 
houses,  have  had  this  supply  laid  on  to  them,  making  a  total  of 
6392  houses  in  the  Parish  at  present  receiving  it. 

Our  well  water  is  invariably  found  to  be  full  of  sewage 
matter  when  it  is  analyzed.  During  the  year  I  have  analyzed 
7  samples  of  well  water,  all  were  sewage  contaminated.  I 
have  never  yet  found  any  to  be  fit  for  drinking  purposes ;  the 
broken  state  of  the  ground  allows  of  free  percolation,  and,  as 
much  of  our  drainage  is  surface  drainage,  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  free  soakage  into  the  ground. 
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HOSPITAL. 

During  the  year  11  cases  have  been  under  treatment 
against  2  cases  last  year,  and  4  cases  in  the  year  1898. 

All  of  the  cases  have  been  of  Typhoid  fever,  two  have  been 
relapses,  the  patients  having  been  under  treatment,  discharged 
cured,  and  in  a  few  weeks  re-admitted,  suffering  from  a  relapse ; 
this  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  after  Typhoid  fever  where 
the  patiencs  have  to  return  to  work  before  they  have  fully 
regained  their  strength,  and  where  the  sanitary  surroundings 
of  their  homes  are  not  of  the  best  description. 

10  cases  were  discharged  cured 
1  ,,  died 

3  „  are  now  under  treatment 

In  the  month  of  October  I  had  to  employ  a  specially 
trained  nurse,  the  patients  were  very  ill,  and  the  resident  attend¬ 
ants  could  not  cope  with  the  work. 

The  Hospital  is  fulfilling  the  object  for  which  it  was  built 
but  is  not  as  generally  used  as  it  should  be;  it  is  kept  clean, 
and  patients  with  different  diseases,  can  be  isolated.  It  is, 
however,  far  from  being  furnished  with  the  equipment  of  a 
modern  infective  diseases  hospital.  A  proper  disinfecting 
chamber  is  much  wanted,  and  a  separate  block  would  be  of 
great  advantage  for  isolating  patients  who  may  be  suffering 
from  some  infective  disease,  differing  from  any  which  may  be 
under  treatment  in  the  general  wards. 

I  expect  that  the  new  rule  for  gratuitous  admission  of  all 
but  pauper  patients  will  much  extend  the  usefulness  of  the 
Hospital.  I  know  that  the  system  of  expecting  a  payment, 
however  small,  has  deterred  patients  from  seeking  admission 
heretofore,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  district  will  not  suffer  by  the 
little  extra  cost,  but  that  this  will  be  more  than  repaid  by  our 
being  able  to  quickly  remove  foci  of  infection,  and  so  prevent 
very  poor  patients,  who  may  be  unable  to  resist  infection,  from 
coming  on  to  the  rates.  An  urgent  want  is  that  of  an  ambu¬ 
lance  carriage ;  our  present  system  of  removal  is  not  at  all 
satisfactory.  If  we  could  have  a  proper  ambulance  carriage  it 
could  be  horsed  by  one  of  the  horses  now  used  by  the  Council, 
and  removal  be  effected  in  a  more  decent  manner.  This  year 
the  amount  we  have  paid  for  cars  would  repay  the  interest  on 
the  outlay  for  a  carriage. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 


During  the  year  280  cases  of  infective  diseases  have  been 
reported. 


Scarlet  F ever 
Diphtheria 

Enteric  &  Typhoid  Fever 
Er3^sipelas 

Membranous  Croup  . . . 
Puerperal  Fever 


87  cases 
60 


69 

52 

8 

3 


3  deaths 

Q 

?5  •  •  •  ^  5) 

{including  Membranous  Croup) 

12 

0 

...see  Diphtheria 
3 


55 


55 


55 


5  > 


55 


55 


1’otal  279  cases  27  deaths 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
reported  is  very  large,  whilst  the  number  of  deaths  from  the 
same  cause  is  very  low  (9).  In  no  case  was  the  diagnosis 
verified  by  microscopical  examination,  and  in  only  one  case  was 
application  made  for  antitoxin,  which  I  had  offered  to  supply 
gratuitiously,  but  which  offer  I  now  withdraw.  1  would 
suggest  that  I  be  furnished  with  some  boxes,  swabs,  &c.,  in 
order  that  I  may  obtain  specimens  of  throat  def)osits  for  micro¬ 
scopical  examination.  The  County  Council  in  its  memorandum 
to  you  last  year  offered  to  pay  for  such  examination  in  the  cases 
of  supposed  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever  and  Phthisis. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  calls  at  my  office  daily  at  about 
9-30,  receives  from  me  all  notifications  received  by  post,  and 
informs  me  of  any  circumstances  requiring  my  attention,  which 
have  come  under  his  notice.  He  visits  the  house  of  each  patient, 
notes  its  sanitary  conditions,  advises  as  to  how  to  prevent  the 
spiead  of  the  disease,  and  as  a  rule  leaves  printed  instructions 
for  this  purpose.  He  also  supplies  disinfectants  gratuitously. 
At  the  termination  of  the  case  he  disinfects  the  house  grat¬ 
uitously,  if  so  permitted,  but  in  some  cases  this  is  impossible, 
particularly  when  a  man  is  at  work  in  the  night,  and  sleeps 
during  the  day. 

Although  at  present  we  may  not  be  able  to  feel  any  benefit 
from  this  Act  having  become  compulsory,  I  feel  sure  that  when 
its  beneficial  results  become  more  generally  known  and  the 
people  feel  that  their  cases  are  undei*  sanitary  observation,  it 
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will  lead  to  greater  sanitary  care,  and  to  less  of  that  senseless 
running  into  danger  by  fussy  friends,  which  is  at  present 
the  rule  in  all  infective  disease. 

There  are  certain  non-notifiable  diseases,  such  as  Measles, 
Itch,  Whooping  Cough,  Chicken  Pox,  &c.,  that  very 
frequently  spread  amongst  children  of  school  age,  and  by  enforc¬ 
ing  absence  from  school  interfere  with  the  school  attendance 
average,  and  the  consequent  grant.  I  am  periodically  asked 
to  sign  lists  of  children  who  are  alleged  to  be  suffering  from 
some  of  these  non-notifiable  diseases,  in  f order  that  the  lists 
may  be  forwarded  to  the  Education  Department,  and  the 
children  allowed  the  attendance,  and  a  grant  be  made  to  the 
schools  on  such  attendance.  I  have  no  means  of  checking 
these  cases  as  1  have  only  the  school  teachers’  report  to  guide 
me,  and  they  have  only  the  word  of  parents,  which  is  often 
mendacious ;  to  avoid  all  mistakes,  and  as  a  ready  means  of 
obtaining  early  information  of  the  cases,  I  have,  through  the 
School  Board,  had  all  teachers  furnished  with  a  printed  form 
on  which  they  have  to  state  the  child’s  name  who  is  absent, 
and  the  alleged  cause.  This  form  is  sent  to  me  daily;  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  visits  the  case  the  same  day,  and  I  certify  the  disease, 
and  how  long  the  child  should  be  kept  away  from  school.  I 
have  also  stated  that  in  future  I  will  not  sign  any  more 
irresponsible  lists,  the  teachers  must  use  the  forms  supplied  to 
them,  and  send  them  up  to  the  Education  Department. 

If  this  plan  succeeds  I  shall  extend  it  to  the  National 
Schools ;  I  tried  the  same  plan  many  years  ago,  but  it  failed 
because  the  teachers  would  not  co-operate  with  me.  I  hope 
that  now  that  the  benefits  of  isolating  an  early  case  of  infective 
disease,  and  so  preventing  its  spread  to  the  other  children,  are 
better  known,  the  little  trouble  Co  a  teacher  will  be  ungrudg¬ 
ingly  done,  particularly  as  the  bulk  of  the  work  falls  on  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  who  are  doing  the  work  without 
any  extra  remuneration. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

There  have  been  12  deaths.  During  the  first  six  months 
of  the  year.  Typhoid  fever  was  very  prevalent,  42  cases  were 
notified,  and  8  deaths  took  place.  I  will  refer  you  to  the 
following  report  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
answer  to  a  letter  from  them  to  me,  in  which  it  stated  that 
their  attention  had  been  called  to  the  outbreak  from  a  report 
made  by  the  Registrar  General, 
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Since  June  30th  there  have  been  27  notifications  and  4 
deaths,  1  from  a  relapse,  and  2  others  in  which  there  was  a 
reasonable  doubt  as  to  the  diagnosis  being  a  correct  one. 

The  number  of  deaths  has  been  above  the  average,  and 
many  more  than  ought  to  occur  in  any  district. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  past  10  years — 


1890 

7  deaths 

1895 

11  deaths 

1891 

7  „ 

1896 

14  „ 

1892 

3  „ 

1897 

6 

1893 

13  „ 

1898 

5  „ 

1894 

1  „ 

1899 

8  „ 

1900 

12  deaths 

Average  for  the  past  10  years  7*5  deaths. 


1900. 

Typhoid  Fever,  January  1st,  to  June  30th. 

—  REPORT  - 

TO  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER,  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 


Great  Bridge.  September  Wth,  1900, 

Sirs, 

In  answer  to  your  letter  addressed  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tipton  Urban  District  Council,  Tipton,  I  beg  to  report :  — 

In  the  six  months  ending  June  30th,  42  cases  of  fever 
have  been  notified,  and  8  deaths  registered  ;  with  one  exception 
all  were  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  South 
Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company,  which  comes  partly  from 
the  Lichfield  and  partly  from  the  Cannock  Chase  districts,  and 
supplies  all  of  the  neighbouring  towns. 

The  cases  notified  were  not  confined  to  any  one  area  but 
but  were  fairly  equally  divided  over  the  whole  district. 

In  Coppice  Street  3  houses  were  infected,  2  cases  in  one 
house. 

In  Bridge  Road  2  houses  in  one  row  were  infected,  2  in 
one  house,  one  death  after  5  months’  illness.  Excepting  for 
local  insanitary  conditions,  there  was  no  common  cause  to  give 
rise  to  the  cases.  The  milk  supply  was  good,  and  from  various 


13 


sources.  The  water  supply  was  pure  and  abundant,  and  in 
most  cases  the  premises,  although  old,  were  in  a  fair  sanitary 
condition;  the  drains,  as  a  rule,  were  open  drains,  and  the  privy 
cess-pits  were  not  too  near  the  dwelling. 

In  May  I  reported  to  the  Council  •  Typhoid  fever — Walker. 

“  The  privy  accomodation  is  bad  and  insufficient.  One 
privy  being  used  by  five  yard-men  besides  the  household  and 
the  customers  of  the  inn,  the  cess-pit  is  imperfectly  covered,  and 
the  position  of  the  privy  is  bad.  This  should  be  removed  up 
the  yard,  and  one  extra  privy  built.  The  drains  are  out  of 
order,  and  should  be  relaid  throughout,  as  free  percolation  takes 
place  into  the  well,  which  is  used  for  drinking  purposes.  I 
have  analyzed  the  water  from  this  well,  and  found  it  to  be  full 
of  drainage  matter  and  quite  unfit  for  use.  I  should  advise  that 
the  South  Staffordshire  water  supply  be  laid  on.” 

I  also  reported  upon  insanitary  conditions  in  Coppice  St., 
and  Moat  Road,  and  also  in  Providence  Street. 

The  system  for  excrement  disposal  is  the  privy  cess-pit 
principle  with  separate  ashpits.  These  are  emptied  periodically 
by  men  under  the  control  of  the  Inspector  of^Nuisances  and 
employed  by  the  Council ;  they  use  covered  carts  and  work  in 
gangs.  We  have  great  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  excrement, 
most  of  it  is  deposited  from  the  cart  into  specially  constructed 
boats,  and  is  sold  thus  to  farmers  outside  the  district.  A  small 
quantity  from  the  houses  where  the  combined  privy  end  ashpit 
system  is  in  use,  is  deposited  locally  on  tips  rented  by  the 
Council  for  the  purpose. 

The  routine  method  adopted  by  me  for  the  prevention  of 
the  spread  of  infectious  disease  is  as  follows: 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  visits  my  office  every  morning 
about  9  o’clock,  receives  the  notification  reports,  and  reports 
to  me  any  nuisance  or  insanitary  properties  which  he  thinks  I 
should  inspect.  He  visits  the  houses  of  every  notified  case,  and 
in  most  cases  gives  a  printed  form  with  instructions  as  how  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  (see  printed  form). 

In  all  typhoid  cases  a  sample  of  the  drinking  water,  if 
from  a  pump  or  well,  is  brought  to  me  for  analysis,  the  privy 
cess-pit  is  at  once  emptied  and  the  bottom  of  it  is  flushed  with 
a  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  (St.  Bede's  disinfectant),  the 
condition  of  the  drains,  their  position  ^v^ith  reference  to  dwellings 
is  noted,  and  where  necessary  a  report  is  given  to  the  Sanitary 
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Committee.  The  milk  supply  is  inquired  into,  and  in  many 
instances  the  dairy  or  milk  shop  is  visited  A  gratuitious 
supply  of  carbolized  soap  and  some  disinfecting  powder  is  given. 

VVhere  possible,  the  stools  are  covered  with  the  corrosive 
sublimate  solution  and  are  buried,  but  this,  although  advised 
as  a  precaution,  cannot  always  be  carried  out. 

As  intestinal  disorders  are  usually  so  rife  at  this  time  of 
the  year  I  have  had  the  district,  freely  placarded  over  with 
posters,  and  handbills  distributed  with  simple  instructions  how 
to  avoid  Diarrhoea. 

It  is  impossible  in  a  district  like  Tipton  with  its  present 
system  of  excrement  disposal  and  its  sewage-sodden  back  yards, 
to  be  ever  free  from  Typhoid  as  an  endemic  disease 

The  deep  drainage  at  I  )udley  Port  has  practically  cleared 
the  disease  away  from  the  properties  where  cases  were  con¬ 
stantly  cropping  up. 

When  the  district  is  well  sewered  and  the  water  carriage 
system  for  the  removal  of  excrement  is  universally  adopted, 
much  will  be  done  to  prevent  this  and  other  filth-produced 
diseases. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  S.  UNDERHILL. 

DIPHTHERIA  &  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

9  fatal  cases  have  been  registered,  8  being  between  the 
ages  of  1  and  5,  and  1  between  5  and  15.  These  are  usually 
most  fatal  maladies,  and  this  year  they  have  been  classified 
together  by  the  L.G.B. 

To  facilitate  diagnosis  any  practitioner  in  the  district,  on 
notice  being  given  to  me,  may  have  the  throat  deposit  miscro- 
scopically  examined  at  the  expense  of  the  Stafford  County 
Council ;  if  notified  sufficiently  early  there  will,  as  a  rule,  be 
time  for  the  employment  of  the  Antitoxin  treatment  after  the 
diagnosis  has  been  confirmed. 

I  was  not  able  to  trace  any  connection  between  the  cases 
notified ;  in  two  houses  the  disease  spread  to  several  other 
members  of  the  household,  but  in  most  cases  there  was  nothing 
to  account  for  its  advent.  As  a  rule  we  found  the  patients  not 
sufiiciently  ill  to  be  kept  in  bed,  and  not  at  all  pleased  to  have 
the  necessary  restriction  put  upon  their  liberty. 
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Number  of  cases  registered  in  the  past  7  years: — 


1894 

1895 

1896 


2  deaths 
6 
4 


1897  ...  1  deaths 

1898  ...  4 

1899  ...  2 

9  deaths 

Average  for  past  7  years,  3*1  deaths. 


1900 


>  j 


MEASLES. 

This  disease  has  been  very  prevalent  ail  over  the  district, 
and  has  caused  the  death  of  -18  children,  of  these  8  were  under 
1  year  of  age,  38  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years,  and  2  just 
over  years  of  age.  I  noted  in  my  report  for  last  year,  as  a 
remarkable  coincidence,  that  there  had  been  no  deaths  from 
measles,  but  in  the  year  1898  there  had  been  76  deaths  of  these 
70  were  under  5  years  of  age,  and  6  over. 

The  epidemic  commenced  early  in  April,  causing  3  deaths, 
in  May  13  deaths,  in  June  9  deaths,  in  July  10  deaths,  in 
August  2  deaths,  when  it  practically  disappeared,  but  re-appear¬ 
ed  in  October  in  Bloomfield  and  Princes  End,  causing  5  deaths. 
In  December  it  broke  out  again  in  the  Church  Lane  National 
Schools  but  no  deaths  were  reporter!;  about  one  third  of  the 
infants  were  absent  from  school  with  measles,  but  as  it  was  then 
within  a  few  days  of  the  holidays  I  did  not  close  the  school. 

In  an  outbreak  of  any  epidemic  disease,  if  it  assumes  any 
magnitude,  I  am  required  to  report  upon  it  to  the  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Urban  Council,  and  to  submit  a  copy  of  such  report 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  to  the 
County  Council.  In  accordance  with  my  instructions  I  reported 
the  outbreak  to  the  Council  at  the  May  meeting  and  forwarded 
a  copy  of  it  to  the  authorities  in  the  usual  manner. 

My  action  in  closing  certain  schools  was  called  into  question 
by  the  School  Board,  and  by  them  was  reported  to  the  Education 
Department,  who,  in  turn,  referred  the  matter  to  the  Local 
Government  Board.  I  was  called  upon  to  give  a  fuller  report 
and  an  explanation  of  the  steps  that  I  had  taken  in  the  matter. 
1  consequently  sent  up  a  supplementary  report  which  gave  a 
fuller  history  of  the  outbreak,  and  the  reasons  why  1  closed  the 
schools  This  report  I  now  present  to  you  as  it  gives  a  full 
statement  of  the  extent  of  the  epidemic,  and  includes  most  of 
what  I  stated  in  my  first  report. 


16 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  past  10  years —  • 


1890 

3  deaths 

1895 

17  deaths 

1891 

27  „ 

1896 

10  ,, 

1892 

19 

1897 

3 

1893 

9  „ 

1898 

76  „ 

1894 

2 

1899 

0  „ 

1900 

48  deaths 

Average  for  the  past  10  years,  15  2  deaths. 


TIPTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Great  Bridge,  August  l^th,  1900. 

Gentlemen, 

In  answer  to  your  letter  as  to  the  closure  of  Tipton  Green 
Board  Schools,  Dudley  Port,  Burnt  Tree,  and  Park  Lane  Schools, 
I  would  refer  you  to'  a  report  made  by  me  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  sent  on  or  about  April  28th, 
1900,  from  which  I  extract  the  following  : — 

“  After  the  holidays.  Measles  became  very  prevalent  in  the 
Burnt  Tree,  Dudley  Port,  and  surrounding  districts,  there  were 
a  few  cases  in  Ocker  Hill.  As  the  epidemic  increased,  on — 
April  26th,  I  found  that  44  children  were  absent  with  Measles  in 
the  Burnt  Tree  Infant  School. 

April  26th,  25  were  absent  in  the  Burnt  Tree  Mixed  Schools 
suffering  with  Measles. 

April  27th,  36  were  absent  with  Measles  in  the  Dudley  Port 
Board  Schools,  (Girls). 

April  27th,  50  were  absent  with  Measles  in  the  Dudley  Port 
Board  Schools,  (Boys). 

April  27th,  54  were  absent  with  Measles  in  the  Dudley  Port 
Board  Schools,  (Infants’  Department). 

May  \6th,  6Q%  were  absent  with  Measles  in  the  Ocker  Hill  Infant 
Schools. 

May  I6th,  37^  were  absent  with  Measles  in  the  Ocker  Hill  Mixed 
School, 

I  therefore  directed  that  these  schools  should  be  closed  for 
a  period  of  two  weeks,  and  for  a  third  week  if  the  epidemic 
shewed  no  sign  of  decreasing.” 

Further,  on  May  24th,  I  reported  to  the  Council : — 
“Measles  were  also  reported  as  being  prevalent  in  the 
Bloomfield  Road  Infant  School,  and  the  Five  Ways  Board  School. 
An  examination  of  the  registers  shewed  that  the  cases  were  not 
sufficient  in  number  to  justify  a  closure  of  the  schools.” 

On  June  19th  I  further  reported  to  the  Council : — 

“  The  epidemic  of  measles  not  having  materially  abated,  I 
deemed  it  necessary  to  keep  the  Burnt  Tree  Mixed  and  Infant 


17 


Schools  closed  for  three  weeks,  the  Dudley  Port  Board  Schools 
for  three  weeks,  and  the  Ocker  Hill  Infant  School  for  two  weeks, 
and  the  Mixed  School  one  week.  In  this  (the  Ocker  Hill)  district 
it  has  not  quite  stopped  as  yet,  but  the  cases  are  fewer,  and  the 
type  of  the  disease  is  mild. 

Yesterday  morning  (June  18th)  a  report  came  to  me  that  at 
the  Tipton  Hall  Schools  there  were  150  absentees  from  Measles, 
ont  of  a  total  of  250,  and  that  only  85  infants  were  there  in 
attendance. 

the  three  departments  of  the  Park  Lane  and  Tipton 
Green  Schools  1 00  children  were  absent  with  measles.  I  directed 
that  these  schools  should  be  closed  for  two  weeks,  and  for  a 
further  period  of  one  week  if  the  epidemic  still  shewed  no  sign 
of  abating. 

In  St.  Paul’s  National  Schools,  out  of  an  average  attendance 
of  between  400  and  500  children,  I  found  that  16  only  were 
absent.  I  shall  have  the  register  of  these  schools  examined 
during  the'week,  and  will  take  any  steps  that  the  number  of 
absentee  cases^may  cause  to  be  necessary.” 

On  July  24th  I  reported  to  the  Council: — 

‘‘  The  epidemic  "^of  Measles  is  much  less  than  it  was,  but 
we  have  had  10  deaths  since  last  meeting.  The  schools  closed 
have  resumed  work,  and  probably  the  holidays  will  stay  the 
epidemic  completely.” 

The  above  copies  of  my  reports  give  a  general  history  of  the 
epidemic  of  Measles.  I  attach  the  certified  copies  of  names  of 
children  absent  from  the  various  schools  mentioned  in  your 
letter.  Please  return  these  as  they  form  a  certified  proof  of  the 
severe  nature'  of  the’epidemic. 

I  would  briefly  tabulate  my  explanation  of  the  course  I  took : 

I. — From  the  very  large  numbers  of  absentees  from  infants 
and  mixed  and  separate  boys’  and  girls’  schools. 

II  — From  the  fact  that  in  many  instances  children  in  the 
older  schools  were  of  the  same  family  as  the  iufants  attending 
the  infant  school,  and  that  the  older  children  would  be  sent  to 
school  from  an  infected  house  if  one  of  the  infants  was  attacked. 

III. — Because  the  crowded  and  poor  districts  from  which 
the  children  were  drawn,  made  it  impossible  to  isolate  any  case  ' 
of  Measles.  It  was  a  matter  of  almost  constant  observation  for  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  to  see  children  from  unaffected, 
freely  intermingle  with  children  from  affected  houses. 
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IV. — One  medical  man  in  large  practice  wrote  to  me  and 
called  at  the  oflS.ce,  stating  that  the  epidemic  was  rapidly  increas¬ 
ing,  and  that  he  hardly  went  into  a  house  in  one  part  of  his 
district  that  had  not  one  or  more  children  down  with  Measles, 
This  was  corroborated  by  the  Parish  Medical  Ofldcer  of  the  district, 
by  a  third  medical  man  in  practice  in  Ocker  Hill,  and  by  some 
of  the  inhabitants,  including  the  Secretaries  of  two  National 
Schools. 

I  do  not  think  that  any  other  course  was  open  to  me  but 
closure  of  the  schools,  nor  could  I  have  taken  action  much  earlier 
as  the  schools  had  been  closed  for  the  Easter  holidays,  and  during 
that  time  assumed  such  large  proportions. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  S.  UNDERHILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

SCARLATINA  OR  SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  have  been  87  cases  notified,  with  3  deaths.  They  were 
distributed  over  various  parts  of  the  district,  and  were  not  in 
suAdcient  numbers  to  cause  an  epidemic,  nor  was  it  necessar}  to 
take  any  particular  precaution,  such  as  closing  of  schools,  &c. 

It  cannot  be  too  well  understood  that  infection  hangs  about 
clothes  for  manv  months  after  Scarlet  Fever,  and  that  no  child 
who  is  “peeling,”  or  who  has  any  discharge  from  the  ears  or  nose, 
consequent  on  Scarlatina,  should  be  allowed  to  mix  with  other 
children.  Six  weeks  from  the  appearance  of  the  rash  is  the  very 
least  time  after  which  a  patient  may  be  said  to  be  free  from 
infection,  and  most  cases  are  not  safe  then. 


Number  of  deaths  registered  in  past  10  years  : — 


1890 

•  •  • 

7  deaths 

1895 

11  deaths 

1891 

... 

1896 

14  „ 

1892 

•  •  • 

3  „ 

1897 

6  „ 

1893 

... 

13 

1898 

5  ,, 

1894 

1  „ 

1900 

1899 

3  deaths 

s  „ 

Average  for  the  previous  10  years,  7*5  deaths. 


SMALLPOX  AND  VACCINATIOIN. 

No  case  was  reported  during  the  year.  Last  year  we  had  one 
case,  and  in  1895  one  case. 

The  western  portion  of  the  Parish  is  better  protected  than  the 
eastern,  where  the  rule  is  for  parents  to  take  their  children  to 
practitioners  who  only  vaccinate  in  one  place. 


19 


The  parents  will  not,  as  a  rule,  consent  to  four  separate 
cauflcalions  being  made,  a  few  will  allow  two  to  be  made,  but  only 
after  great  persuasion,  'fhe  visit  of  the  vaccinating  medical 
officer  does  n  )t  maiie  any  difference,  time  after  time  they  will  call 
to  find  the  door  closed.  I  sometimes  think  that  an  epidemic  of 
Small  Pox  would  teach  them  a  salutary  lesson  as  to  the  value  of 
vaccination. 

Supplemental  Returns  respecting  the  vaccination  of  children 
whose  births  were  registered,  (from  a  return  made  by  the  Vaccin¬ 
ation  Officer)— 


Jan.  Ist.to  Dec.  Jan.  to  June 


31st.,  1899. 

1900. 

Numbers  of  births  registered 

1202 

679 

Successfully  vaccinated 

924 

469 

Insusceptible 

18 

1 

Certificates  of  Objection 

17 

13 

Died  un vaccinated 

158 

66 

Postponed  by  Medical  Certificates 

1 

2 

Removed  to  places  unknown 

49 

20 

Removed  to  places  where  Vaccination 
Officer  has  been  apprised 

7 

4 

Not  included  in  foregoing 

28 

14 

Total  number  of  successful  Primary  Vaccination 
at  all  ages,  received  during  each  of  the 
calendar  years,  1899  and  1900  (1899)1035 

(1900)  914 

DIARRHCEA. 

42  deaths  have  been  recorded  as  fatal,  of  which  20  were 
under  1  year  of  age,  and  13  between  1  and  5. 


ENTERITIS, 

31  deaths,  of  which  number,  20  were  under  I  year  of  age,  and 
7  between  1  and  5. 

These  two  diseases  have  heretofore  been  considered  under  on© 
heading,  a  loose  state  of  the  bowels  being  the  chief  symptom  in 
both.  Together  they  would  have  caused  73  deaths,  a  lament¬ 
ably  high  record  for  any  disease  of  a  partly  preventible  nature. 

After  consultation  with  Dr.  Reid,  I  had  a  large  number  of 
hand-bills  printed,  and  placards  posted  throughout  the  Parish,  based 
on  a  recommendation  of  Dr.  Reid.  The  following  is  a  copy  : — 
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Tipton  Ukban  District  Council. 


—  PKECAUTIONS  AGAINST  DIAKRHCEA.  — 


1.  — During  the  Summer  and  Autumn  months,  many  infants 
die  from  Diarrhoea,  whose  lives  might  have  been  saved  if  a  few 
simple  precautions  had  been  taken. 

2.  — The  proper  food  for  infants  up  to  seven  months  from 
birth  is  breast  milk,  and  very  few  children  who  are  suckled  suffer 
from  diarrhoea. 

3.  — If  from,  any  cause  the  mother  cannot  suckle  her  child, 
pure^  unskimmed,  boiled  cow’s  milk  is  the  proper  food,  with  sugar 
and  water  added,  according  to  the  age  of  the  child.  No  Bread, 
Arrowroot,  Cornflour,  Biscuit  or  any  other  food  should  be  given. 

4.  — All  Milk  should  be  boiled  as  soon  as  received  and  be 
kept  in  a  cool  place  protected  as  far  as  possible  from  dust. 

5^ — If  an  infant  is  brought  up  '‘by  hand”  it  should  be  fed 
regularly,  and  feeding  bottles  without  tubes,  but  simply  with 
India  rubber  teats,  should  be  used.  After  being  used,  the  bottle 
should  be  thoroughly  cleaned  and  kept  in  clean,  cold  water  until 
it  is  required  again.  It  is  impossible  to  properly  clean  bottles 
which  have  tubes. 

6,  — Special  attention  should  be  directed  to  the  general 
cleanliness  of  houses,  outhouses,  yards  and  drains.  Nothing 
which  gives  rise  to  smells  should  be  allowed  to  remain  on  the 
premises,  and  house  slops  should  be  emptied  on  to  a  drain  and 
not  be  thrown  on  the  back  yard. 

7.  _ Vegetable,  flsh,  and  animal  refuse  should  be  put  on  the 

fire  and  burnt,  not  thrown  into  the  ashpit.  If  the  ashpit  or  mid¬ 
den  is  full,  send  word  to  Mr.  CLIFTON,  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

3. _ If  the  drinking  water  is  from  a  well,  it  should  be  boiled 

and  set  aside  to  cool  before  being  used. 

9, _ No  one  should  eat  un-ripe  or  over-ripe  fruit.  All  fruit 

and  vegetables  should  be  well-cooked.  Fish  and  meat  that  is  at 
all  tainted  should  on  no  account  be  used, 

10. _ As  soon  as  diarrhoea  occurs  a  medical  man  should  be 

consulted. 

By  order  of  the  Council, 

J.  W.  WAEING, 

Clerk. 

I  carefully  ha^e  enquired  into  many  cases,  and  am  convinced 
that  improper  feeding  does  not  cause  so  many  deaths  from  infantile 
diarrhoeal  disorders  as  is  generally  supposed.  As  soon  as  the  very 
hot  weather  comes  on,  particularly  if  the  weather  is  damp,  so  sure 
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do  we  get  a  large  number  of  children  ill  with  diarrhoea.  As 
however,  this  class  of  disease  is  to  be  more  scientifically  classified, 
we  shall  be  soon  in  a  better  position  to  differentiate  between 
zymotic  and  epidemic  Diarrhoea,  and  other  intestinal  diseases  that 
are  associated  with  Diarrhoea  as  a  symptom. 


Diarrhoea  deaths  in  the  past  10  years: — 


1890 

3 1  deaths 

1891 

24  ,, 

1892 

23  „ 

1893 

43  „ 

1 894 

24  „ 

1900” 


1895 

42  deaths 

1896 

18  „ 

1897 

31  ,, 

1898 

47  ,, 

1899 

46  ,, 

73  deaths 

Average  for  past  ten  years,  32 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 


There  have  been  12 deaths;  6  under  one  year  of  age  and  5 
between  1  and  5  years  of  age. 

This  disease  is  very  difficult  to  check.  Infected  children 
cannot  be  isolated  in  the  small  houses,  and  in  uncomplicated  cases 
children  are  allowed  freely  to  mix  with  others.  Fortunately  there 
are  few  children  of  school  age  infected,  as  most  of  these  are 
immune  from  having  suffered  from  it  in  infancy. 

Whooping  Cough  is  seldom  fatal  directly,  but  is  so  from  some 
lung  complications.  No  child  should  go  back  to  school  until  the 
characteristic  whoop  has  quite  gone,  and  not  then  if  there  are 
any  catarrhal  symptoms.  It  is  a  wise  precaution  not  to  admit 
any  child  into  school  from  an  infected  house,  but  this  is  a  precau¬ 
tion  practically  never  taken. 


Number  of  deaths  registered  in  10  years  : — 


1890 

4  deaths 

1895 

11  deaths 

1891 

21  „ 

1896 

28  „ 

1892 

24  „ 

1897 

8  „ 

1893 

10  „ 

1898 

14 

1894 

8  ,, 

1899 

3  „ 

1900 

12  deaths 

Average  for  past  10  years,  13T  deaths 


PHTHISIS  AND  CONSUMPTION. 

There  have  been  1*7  deaths,  12  of  these  between  the  ages  of 
25  and  65. 

So  infectious  is  consumption  now  considered  to  be,  that  in 
many  places  it  is  notified  as  an  infective  disease. 

We  are  well  situated  for  immunity  from  the  disease,  as  we  lie 
so  high  above  the  eea-level —  feet.  Our  trades  are  healthy  and 
do  not  predispose  to  it.  As  a  rule  the  artisan’s  cottage  door  is 
open  all  day  long,  wc  have  but  little  over-crowding  in  the  houses, 
and  there  are  few  crowded  courts. 
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Consumption  may  be  caused  by  predisposed  persons  inhaling 
particles  of  dried  sputum  carried  by  the  atmosphere.  It  should, 
therefore,  be  considered  a  misdemeanour  for  infected  persons  to  spit 
about  the  streets,  when  at  home  they  should  spit  into  a  cup  con¬ 
taining  a  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate.  Outside  they  should 
use  pieces  of  paper  which  should  be  burned.  All  of  the  under¬ 
linen  should  be  carefully  boiled  when  washed,  and  their  flannels 
soaked  in  a  solution  of  Izal  1 — 4000. 


Number  of  deaths  in  the  past  8  years: — 


1893 

*  •  • 

18  deaths 

1897 

1894 

•  •  • 

25  ,, 

1898 

1895 

•  •  • 

11  „ 

1899 

1896 

•  •  • 

27  „ 

1900 

mFLUENZA 


14  deaths 


17 

28 

17 


j? 


Was  prevalent  in  February  and  March,  the  number  of  cases 
not  being  so  large  as  in  some  of  the  epidemics.  During  the  year 
sporadic  cases  occurred,  did  not  spread  universally,  and  then  died 
away.  13  deaths  were  registered,  all  fatal  from  some  complication. 

There  is  probably  no  disease  in  which  it  pays  better  to  lie  up 
at  once.  No  good  is  to  be  obtained  by  making  oneself  go  out, 
pneumonia  or  some  complication  is  sure  to  follow. 

As  far  as  we  know  at  present  the  disease  is  air  home,  and  can 
very  readily  be  caught  by  directly  inhaling  the  patient’s  breath. 
An  infected  home  or  person  should  be  carefully  shunned,  and 
during  an  epidemic  everyone  should  avoid  any  undue  exertion  or 
emotion,  and  keep  the  body  in  the  best  state  of  health- 


Number  of  deaths  registered  in  10  years:  — 


1891 

5  deaths 

1896 

•  •  • 

2  deaths 

1892 

7 

1  > 

1897 

•  •  • 

4  „ 

1893 

31 

1898 

•  •  • 

5  „ 

1894 

3 

>  > 

1899 

•  •  • 

9  „ 

1895 

5 

jy 

1900 

.  . 

13  „ 

PUERPERAL 

OR  CHILDBED  FEVER. 

There  have  been  3  deaths  ;  each  has  been  carefully  enquired 
into  to  ascertain  if  they  were  due  to  insanitary  surroundings  or 
other  preventible  causes,  with  a  negative  result.  In  1899  we  had 
no  death,  in  1898  3  deaths. 

Although  stricter  sanitary  precautions  have  much  lowered 
the  mortality  in  childbed,  it  still  happens  that  with  the  greatest 
care  on  the  care  of  attendants,  septic  symptoms  will  occur  ;  patients 
seem  to  become  self-infected.  From  want  of  better  explanation  I 
think  that  such  was  the  case  with  these  women. 

The  number  of  births  was  1081.  The  number  of  deaths  from 
septic  condition  amongst  the  mothers,  3, 
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DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

These  are  regularly  inspected,  and,  as  a  rule,  are  kept  fairly 
clean.  When  complaints  have  been  made  to  owners,  we  have  had 
no  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  carry  out  the  necessary  require¬ 
ments.  We  have  refused  two  applications  for  licences  because  the 
owners  could  not  comply  with  our  bye-laws. 

One  case  now  is  under  observation  where  we  may  have  to 
advise  legal  measures  to  be  taken ;  the  cowshed  is  always  kept  very 
dirty,  its  position  is  most  insanitary,  the  cows  look  very  thin,  and 
and  the  drainage  is  bad ;  the  owner  has  promised  to  re-construct 
the  place,  but  is  very  dilatory.  A  sub-committee  has  visited  the 
place,  and  the  matter  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  to  deal 
with.  . 

Very  much  of  the  milk  is  imported  from  the  country,  and  as 
our  railway  communication  is  very  good,  the  supply  ia  abundant 
and  pure. 

So  many  stall-fed  cows — even  those  of  the  best  breeds,  and 
under  the  most  favourable  conditions,  have  been  lately  shewn  by 
the  tuberculin  test  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  that  a 
pasture-fed  milk  is  always  to  be  preferred. 

It  cannot  be  too  well  known  that  all  milk  should  be  boiled 
or  sterilized  before  it  is  used,  and  more  particularly  so  when  the 
milk  is  intended  for  consumption  by  children. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  33  in  the  Parish,  all  of  which  have  been  inspected 
regularly,  and  in  several  instances  reported  upon  for  insanitary 
conditions. 

Some  of  the  meat  offered  for  sale  is  not  at  all  of  prime  quality. 
I  have  inspected  one  case  of  supposed  bad  meat,  and  one  much 
emaciated  carcase  of  a  beast,  I  could  not  detect  any  disease,  so 
I  reluctantly  allowed  its  sale,  although  I  doubted  much  about  its 
nutritive  value.  Complaints  were  also  made  that  emaciated 
beasts  were  being  slaughtered  at  night  in  an  unlicensed  slaughter¬ 
house.  This  was  carefully  watched  night  and  day,  but  we 
suspected  that  the  butcher  had  been  warned,  and  consequently  we 
could  not  catch  him. 

I  had  to  warn  a  cowkeeper  about  a  tubercular  cow  ;  it  was 
however,  kept  in  a  field,  and  the  owner  refused  to  have  it 
destroyed ;  we  carefully  watched  it  to  prevent  its  sale,  and  fortun¬ 
ately  it  died  unsold. 

In  all  cases  where  registration  of  Slaughter  Houses  is  applied 
for,  we  allow  a  license  for  one  year,  and  then  only  if  the 
requirements  of  our  new  bye-laws  are  carried  out. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

The  condition  of  some  of  these  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 
As  a  rule,  however,  the  occupiers  conform  to  the  printed  rules. 
Some  are  in  excellent  order  and  are  kept  very  clean,  in  others, 
unless  they  are  watched,  we  find  lumber  stored,  and  other  imple- 
ments  of  domestic  use,  not  intended  for  a  bakehouse. 

In  one  case  I  refused  a  license.  The  bakehouse  was  below 
the  level  of  the  road,  was  badly  ventilated,  in  the  centre  was  a 
catch-pit  connected  with  the  sewer,  and  at  the  time  of  my  visit  a 
rat  was  playing  about  amongst  the  bread-tins.  The  tenant  told 
me  that  this  was  a  daily  occurrence.  The  owners  should  not  have 
built  an  oven  in  it,  as  the  place  was  little  better  than  a  cellar. 

We  have  no  offensive  trades.  I  have  made  two  inspections 
of  a  Soap  and  Glycerine  Manufactory,  and  one  of  a  Candle  Manu¬ 
factory,  but  I  found  that  they  were  conducted  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  to  cause  any  nuisance. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

During  the  year  I  have  inspected  and  reported  upon  the  san¬ 
itary  condition  of  150  houses  and  premises.  In  each  case  notices 
have  been  served  on  the  landlords  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
repairs.  I  have  also  inspected  7  courts,  and  reported  upon  what 
improvements  were  necessary  to  keep  them  in  a  sanitary  condition. 

I  have  analysed  7  samples  of  water  submitted  to  me  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  In  each  case  I  found  such  an  amount  of 
pollution  by  drainage  matter  that  it  was  necessary  to  order  the 
disuse  of  the  wells. 

I  have  reported  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  3  areas  where 
grave  insanitary  conditions  required  attention.  As  a  rule  my 
recommendations  have  been  carried  out  by  the  landlords,  we  very 
seldom  have  a  prosecution,  we  find  that  persuasion  with  an  occas¬ 
ional  threat  will  do  all  that  is  required. 

In  pursuance  of  my  duty,  I  have  attended  every  meeting  of 
the  Sanitary  Committee,  with  one  exception,  when  I  was  ill ;  I 
ha^e  made  such  regular  and  systematic  tours  of  inspection  as  I  have 
considered  to  be  necessary,  and  have  made  monthly  reports  to  the 
Council,  in  which  I  recorded  much  of  the  work  that  has  been  done. 

My  work  has  been  ably  seconded  by  Mr.  Clifton,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  is  a  most  efficient  officer,  and  I  have  received  from 
Mr.  Waring  and  from  Mr.  Jukes  every  assistance  in  matters  under 
their  control. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  S.  UNDERHILL. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  OFFICE, 

January  21s^,  1901. 

To  A.  S,  Underhill,  Esq.,  M.D.,  D.P.S. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  showing  the 
work  done  in  the  sanitary  department  for  the  year  1900. 

NOTIFICATION  ACT,  1889-90. 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  first  of  January,  1900.  I 
have  attended  the  office  of  the  Medical  Officer  every  morning 
between  9  and  10  o’clock,  to  receive  the  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases.  Every  case  is  visited  by  myself  during  the  day,  the 
condition  of  the  premises  are  noted,  a  handbill  is  left  with  the 
person  in  charge  of  the  patient,  a  disinfectant  is  afterwards  sent, 
and  the  rooms  fumigated  where  necessary. 

The  carrying  out  in  a  proper  manner  of  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  has  taken  up  a  large  portion  of  my  time. 

REMOVAL  OF  NIOHT  SOIL  AND  ASHES. 

The  removal  of  night  soil  and  ashes  is  very  important  work 
with  every  Local  Authority.  During  the  year  ashes  have  been 
removed  from  16,720  houses,  representing  11,160  tons.  Night 
soil  has  been  removed  from  12,064  houses,  representing  over 
3,000  tons.  The  difficulty  of  disposal  has  not  decreased  but 
increased ;  the  matter  has  been  discussed  in  Committee  several 
times  during  the  year,  and  arrangements  are  now  in  progress  to 
convey  the  night  soil  by  boat  as  hitherto,  instead  of  the  expense 
of  putting  down  a  destructor. 

CANAL  BOATS  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  100  boats  were  examined,  6  contraventions 
of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  came  under  my  notice.  The  owners 
have  remedied  the  complaints  without  legal  proceedings  being 
taken. 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  sent  in. 

Her  Majesty’s  Inspector  of  canal  boats,  (Owen  J.  Llewlyn, 
Esq.)  examined  tho  books,  papers,  etc.,  on  the  21st  March,  1900. 
He  expressed  his  pleasure  at  the  way  the  work  had  been  done. 

SANITARY  SURVEY  WORK. 

The  work  of  sanitary  survey  has  been  interrupted  by  the 
extra  work  caused  by  the  Notification  Act.  I  have  been  able  to 
inspect,  however.  213  houses,  and  if  the  opportunity  occurs,  the 
work  will  be  continued,  although  each  visit  made  under  the 
Notification  Act  is,  practically  speaking,  a  sanitary  survey  of  the 
premises. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  condition  of  the  above  is,  on  the  whole,  fairly  satisfact¬ 
ory,  considering  the  fact  that  most  of  them  are  old  buildings 

New  bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  slaughter  houses  are 
now  awaiting  confirmation  and  will  be  published  shortly. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILK8H0PS. 

The  new  regulations  for  the  better  control  of  Cowsheds, 
Dairies  and  Milk  Shops,  are  now  printed,  and  a  copy  has  been 
sent  to  every  Cow-keeper  in  the  district. 

The  milk-sellers  will  be  served  shortly. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s 
Department  during  the  year  1900,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Tipton. 


Inspections 

and 

Observations 

made. 

Formal 
Notices  by 
Authori  ty . 

Nuisances 
Abated  after 
Notice. 

CQ 

2 

^Foul  Conditions  ... 

140 

140 

80 

o 

W 

Structural  Defects 

117 

117 

75 

- 

Overcrowding 

12 

8 

8 

"a3 

lUnfit  for  Habitation 

29 

29 

17 

Lodging-houses  ... 

Dairies  and  Milk  shops 

162 

Cowsheds 

162 

Bakehouses 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

88 

Canal  Boats 

100 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

98 

98 

69 

« 

Deposits  of  Refuse  &  Manure 

5 

5 

4 

U) 

cO 

Water  Closets 

3 

3 

3 

O 

5 

^Defective  Traps  ... 

8 

8 

7 

fi 

No  Disconnection  ... 

6 

6 

4 

03 

P 

o 

■  Other  Faults 

22 

22 

21 

w 

Water  Supply 

7 

7 

3 

Pigsties  ... 

4 

4 

4 

Animals  improperly  kept 

9 

9 

9 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

3 

3 

3 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

6 

6 

6 

Totals 

960 

464 

300 
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Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  7 

. ,  , ,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  ...  7 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  20 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Chas.  H.  Clifton,  A. 8. 1., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


28 


SURYEYOR’S  OFFICES, 

PUBLIC  OFFICES,  TIPTOJI, 

January  16^A,  1901. 

A.  S.  VNDERHILL,  Esq., 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  again  very  great  pleasure  in  submitting  you  a  few 
particulars  of  the  work  in  my  department  during  the  year  ending 
December  Slst,  1900. 

Plans  of  new  houses  approved  by  the  Council  ...  130 

„  „  disapproved  ,,  ...  68 

,,  new  Bakeries  approved  ,,  ...  1 

„  „  Stables  „  ,,  ...  i 

„  „  Works  „  ^  „  ...  2 

,,  alterations  and  additions  to  existing  buildings  7 

Plans  of  new  houses  approved,  but  the  erection  of  which 

has  not  been  commenced  ..  ...  47 

Although  the  number  of  plans  for  new  properties  is  less  than 
in  the  previous  year,  it  has  been  a  very  busy  time  in  the  building 
trade  generally,  notwithstanding  the  exceptional  prices  of  labour 
and  material. 

I  am  sorry  that  my  application  for  an  Assistant  wag  not 
granted,  as  I  am  still  of  opinion  the  inspection  of  new  buildings 
does  not  get  so  much  attention  as  the  important  nature  of  the 
subject  deserves,  and  I  think  I  am  well  within  the  mark  in  saying 
that  no  other  town  of  similar  size  and  importance  in  the  district 
is  80  understaffed  in  this  respect.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  erection 
of  new  properties  will  not  diminish  to  a  very  great  extent,  unless 
we  should  happen  to  experience  a  spell  of  bad  trade,  as  the  natural 
advantages  of  the  district  for  new  works  and  factories  are  almost 
bound  to  be  recognised  and  appreciated  in  the  near  future. 

The  new  Victoria  Park  is  rapidly  approaching  completion,  as 
far  as  Contracts  at  present  given  out  are  concerned,  and  is  expected 
to  be  ready  for  tbe  opening  ceremony  during  the  coming  summer. 
The  planting  of  the  various  trees  and  shrubs  is  now  on  hand,  and 
I  am  sure  the  Committee  have  done  wisely  in  causing  soil  to  be 
carted  from  the  Sewage  Works  on  to  the  Park  land,  as  they  could 
not  be  expected  to  develop  satisfactorily  upon  the  barren  ground 
in  which  most  of  them  has  to  be  planted.  A  great  feature  of  the 
Park,  and  one  which  will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  children, 
is  the  erection  of  a  Gymnasium,  which  has  been  presented  by  the 
Anonymous  Donor  and  the  work  of  draining  and  levelling  the  site 
is  now  in  hand,  and  the  erection  of  the  apparatus  will  shortly  be 
commenced.  A  vote  of  thanks  has  been  accorded  to  him  (through 
his  solicitor)  for  this  further  evidence  of  his  generosity  and  thought¬ 
fulness. 
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I  have  submitted  a  detailed  report  to  the  Special  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  deal  witli  the  question  of  sewage  disposal, 
and  copies  of  this  have  been  forwarded  to  the  County  Council,  and 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commission  appointed  by  the  Government 
to  enquire  and  report  upon  this  inaportant  subject.  It  is  hoped 
that  a  satisfactory  solution  of  this  problem  will  emanate  when  the 
report  of  such  commission  is  completed. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  refuse  destructors  has  been 
considered  by  a  sub-committee,  who  have  visited  some  of  the  large 
towns  where  such  arrangements  are  in  use,  but  no  definite  steps 
have  been  taken  at  present,  although  the  subject  of  disposal  of 
refuse  is  a  most  important  one  for  us  and  may  eventually  have  to 
be  dealt  with  in  some  similar  manner. 

I  have  prepared  a  scheme  for  the  construction  of  a  new  sub¬ 
way  at  the  Eagle  Lane  Crossing,  to  supersede  the  present  object¬ 
ionable  and  dangerous  path  along  the  canal  and  which  we  are 
informed  is  only  held  on  sufferance.  This  has  been  laid  before  the 
Town  Council  of  West  Bromwich  and  approved  by  them,  and  they 
have  also  joined  us  in  appealing  to  the  L.  &  IS".  W.  Railway  Co., 
to  provide  such  a  subway,  bnt  I  regret  to  say  that  the  Company 
have  practically  declined  to  alter  the  existing  conditions  without 
the  Council  will  pay  practically  the  whole  cost  of  such  improvement. 

An  application  has  also  been  made  to  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Co  ,  to  provide  a  subway  at  their  Tipton  station  in  place 
of  the  existing  level  crossing,  which  is  nothing  less  than  a  “  death 
trap,”  but  they  have  positively  refused  to  do  anything  towards 
remedying  it.  I  tbink  tbe  Council  have  decided  to  call  tbe  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  these  matters  and  ask  for  an  enquiry, 
and  I  trust  they  will  be  successful,  as  I  feel  sure  that  such  evidence 
could  be  brought  forward  as  to  the  over-present  danger  at  both 
places  as  would  lead  to  an  alteration  in  the  present  arrangements. 

Negotiations  are  in  progress  with  the  Birmingham  Canal  Co., 
to  remove  the  insufficient  and  dangerous  Canal  Aqueduct  at  Park 
Lane  East,  and  to  replace  the  same  with  a  steel  tank,  and  it  is 
hoped  satisfactory  arrangements  may  be  made  to  carry  out  this 
improvement  which  is  very  much  needed  now  that  the  land  opposite 
the  Park  is  rapidly  being  built  upon  and  inhabited. 

A  large  new  works  is  now  in  course  of  erection  at  Ocker  Hill 
for  the  Midland  Electric  Power  .Distribution  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  the 
supply  of  electricity  in  the  Parish,  for  motive  power  and  lighting 
purposes,  and  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  a  boon  to  the  district  and 
ratepayers  generally. 
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A  new  Company  has  also  deposited  plans  and  notices  to 
acquire  land  in  the  Parish  for  the  erection  of  building  and  raachi- 
nery^^or  the  manufacture  of  “  Mond  (ias,”  but  no  definite  steps 
have  yet  been  taken  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  foretell  the 
future  of  this,  and  what  effect  it  may  have  upon  the  future  pros¬ 
perity  of  Tipton. 

The  extraordinary  long  season  of  wet  and  inclement  weather 
has  had  a  marked  effect  upon  the  roads,  and  I  should  say  that 
more  mud  has  been  carted  off  than  in  any  previous  year.  In  some 
places  the  whole  of  the  metalling  has  been  worn  and  washed  avfay, 
and  only  the  bare  foundations  left.  It  will  take  a  considerable 
time  and  expense  to  get  them  into  an  ordinary  state  of  repair. 

The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Parish  is  6,647, 
and  there  are  61  in  course  of  construction.  Very  few  houses 
thoughout  the  whole  of  the  Parish  are  void 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  say  that  although  no  extensive  schemes 
have  been  in  hand  during  the  past  year,  it  has,  nevertheless,  been 
a  very  busy  one,  and  I  think  the  successful  period  I  anticipated 
for  Tipton  is  being  realized,  and  I  have  every  confidence  for  a  still 
more  successful  future. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

Wm.  H.  Jukes, 

Surveyor  to  the  Council. 
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